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TUCKER TIDBITS
FOR ELEMENTARY

b

We ve Got Spirit! Elementary earcubs |

DECEMBER It's hard to believe that the holiday season is already here, and soon it will be time for
Christmas break. As the halls fill with the sparkle of decorations and the excitement of
STUDENT OF THE upcoming festivities, the Christmas season reminds us of one of the most meaningful
MONTH gifts we share at Big Sandy School—our appreciation for one another.

TO OUR PARENTS:

Thank you for giving us the opportunity to teach your children. Your daily efforts do
not go unnoticed—helping with homework, checking backpacks, signing Cub books,
keeping kiddoes home when they are sick, communicating with teachers, and simply
being there to support and love your children. Your partnership means the world to
us, and we are grateful for the trust you place in our school.

TO OUR STUDENTS:

Thank you for trying your best each and every day. Your curiosity, effort, and excite-
ment for learning brighten our classrooms. As we bring the first semester to a close,
- & remember to make learning a priority and to take a moment to thank the teachers
Aspen Rebne is our who guide you, support you, and cheer you on daily. Your hard work truly makes Big
Sandy shine.

December Student of the
Month. She is in Miss Koehn’s
kindergarten class. Aspen TO OUR TEACHERS:
is always on task, very Kind  Thank you for continually striving to improve, for giving so much of yourselves, and
and helpful to her classmates  for the countless hours you pour into helping every student grow. Your dedication,
and is always so excited to creativity, and compassion make a lasting difference. You work tirelessly—often

be at school to learn new behind the scenes—to ensure our Bearcubs receive the very best, and we appreciate
things. Thanks, Aspen, for be-  you deeply.

ing such an awesome Bearcub!
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As we wrap up this semester and look forward to a joyful Christmas break, we
are reminded of how blessed we are to be part of such a strong school-parent—
community partnership. Together, we create a nurturing environment where
students thrive.

From all of us at Big Sandy, thank YOU for being part of our Bearcub family. May
your holiday season be filled with warmth, joy, and gratitude.

FIRE PREVENTION

Last week, our K-5 students enjoyed a
special and exciting visit from the Simla
Fire Department—an annual tradition we
all look forward to! Our brave local
firefighters spent the morning teaching
students important lessons about fire
safety, from how to prevent accidents at
home to what steps to take if a fire ever
occurs.

The firefighters kept students engaged

with songs, dancing, and hands-on activ-
ities that made learning both memorable
and fun. Laughter echoed through the

gym as kids practiced safety drills, asked
thoughtful questions, and proudly showed §&
off their new fire-smart skills. =

We are incredibly grateful to our own
Simla Fire Department for taking time out
of their busy schedules to educate and

encourage our young learners every year. FIRST GRADE To MARANVILLE FARMS
Their dedication to keeping our .
As many of you know, Mrs. Donna Maranville has rejoined our teaching team,

community safe—and making safety . 7, .
education enjoyable—is truly appreciated in Mrs. Norris’ absence, to teach first grade through the end of 2025. Last

y Y " week, the first grade was able to take a special trip out to the corn fields of
Maranville farms to learn all about farming, crops, and harvesting. Students
were even able to ride a combine. Thank you to Maranville farms and to Mrs.
Maranville for making this trip possible for our students!

Thank you, Simla firefighters, for being
everyday heroes to our students!

ELEMENTARY CHRISTMAS PROGRAM

The elementary will be presenting their annual Christmas program on Tuesday, December 9th, under the direction of
Ms. Trowbridge. This will be a K-12th grade program and will begin at 6:30 p.m. The students have worked diligently to
prepare for this performance and will be decked out in their best Christmas attire. Don’t miss out on this opportunity to
usher in the Christmas season!

COME ONE COME ALL FOR SOME YUMMY FOOD

Before the Christmas program, our Future Business Leaders of America chapter will be hosting a chili supper for all
students and their families. The dinner will begin promptly at 5 p.m. The dinner will cost $5 for teens/adults and $4 for
elementary children or younger. The money will help sponsor FBLA students at their district and state competitions.
Come join us, sit back, relax, and enjoy visiting with your family and friends!
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CUBS DEN NEWS

Cub’s Den leaders met with their
groups on November 6th. The
November theme for the month was
“Honesty.” Leaders taught a lesson on
how we should always tell the truth
regardless of the circumstances.
Thank you to Mrs. Rebecca Stanko
and Mrs. Townley for organizing and
preparing our leaders to teach these
groups!

SANTA CLAUS

Santa Claus will be coming to our
school on December 9th. Thank you
to our National Honor Society and
Journalism dept. for making this
possible. Students, bring your lists!
groups!

CHRISTMAS PARTIES

Christmas parties will be held on
Thursday, December 18, 2025 which
will also be our last day of school be-

fore break. Classroom teachers will be

hosting these parties

FIRST SEMESTER

Our first semester ends on Thursday,
December 18, 2025. Report cards will
be sent home after we return from our
Christmas break. If a teacher has a
concern about a student’s progress,
then parents will be contacted. Please
make sure to have your child read and
complete his/her homework on time
while making quality work a priority.

ACCOUNTABILITY
COMMITTEE

Our meeting was recently held on No-
vember 12th. At this meeting, the com-
mittee approved evaluation rubrics
that are used for staff and principals.
Other topics discussed were facilities,
nutrition, safety, and Title 1. Our district
has several students, staff members,
parents, community members, and
business owners who serve on this
committee. We appreciate the time
and effort that these folks give to help
make our schools better!

Our next accountability meeting will be

on Wednesday, January 14, 2025 at
3 p.m.in the library.

ADDITIONAL THANKS TO

All veterans for serving our country

Mrs. Lane, Mr. Tucker, Mrs. Townley, Mrs.
Creel, and Mrs. Hamacher for organizing
and providing an excellent Veteran’s Day
ceremony.

Accountability committee members for
giving of their time to make our school
better

All Big Sandy Staff for helping our student
experience much success

Our lunch ladies for always providing a
yummy lunch served with a smile

Our custodial staff for keeping our facilities
in tip top shape

Bus drivers for keeping our students safe

Have a very Merry Christmas and a
blessed holiday season! May it be
filled with lots of laughter, hugs, and
time spent with family and friends!
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November 11th Simla
Schools hosted a
Veterans Day
Celebration. Thank you
to all who have served

our country!' v




CUBREPORTER FAVORITE CHRISTMAS MOVIE BY HAYLEE EASLER




CUBREPORTER JH STUDENTS OF THE MONTHY BY ANNA KERST

Sophie Vigrass Westley Hintz Talia Hoops
6th grade 7th grade 8th grade

Janvary

Quinn Anson
7th grade 8th grade

“Gongratulations!

' 1 lon for your hard work and dedication.
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COUNSELOR CORNER

COUNSELOR.
CORNER §
CHAD THIEMAN &

SHANNON HOOPS &
SENIORS

December is here, and many of our seniors
have already applied to their top colleges
and are beginning to receive acceptance
letters. Congratulations to all who have
heard good news already! If your senior is
still finalizing applications, please encourage
them to stay focused and aim to submit
everything before Christmas break.

= ;‘t hﬁ—_"
N Eg

In our Post-Secondary and Workforce - i * 2

Readiness course, Senior Projects are near- > AR

ing completion. Final eight-page research

papers are due December 5th. Based on

their research, students will prepare a for-

mal presentation to deliver before a panel

of community judges on the evenings of

December 16th and 17th. The student with

the top overall presentation will receive a gift

card!

ACT

- Next test date: February 14

- Regular registration deadline:
January 9

- Fee: $68

- Registration: actstudent.org

SAT

- Next test date: March 14

- Regular registration deadline:
February 27

- Fee: $68

- Registration: sat.org

This year, each senior was again required
to complete a job shadow experience. We
hope this provided valuable insight into the
daily responsibilities of careers they are
considering. Thank you, parents, for your
support in helping students complete this

requirement.
All juniors will take the School Day

SAT at Simla on April 15 at no cost, as
part of the State assessment pro-

Looking ahead to January, we will begin
our Personal Finance unit in partnership

with Farmers State Bank, work through the — 9ram.

job application and interview processes,

and continue actively pursuing scholarship

opportunities. SCHEDULE CHANGES
-ALL SECONDARY

ol STUDENTS

The Free Application for Federal Student Aid
(FAFSA) is now open at studentaid.gov. Fam- o
ilies will use information from their complet- December 18. Students wishing

ed 2024 tax forms. Please remember that to request a schedule change for

FAFSA is always free—if you are being asked second semester—including pnline
to pay, you are on the wrong site. and college courses—must pick up
a Schedule Change Form from the

counseling office.
Four signatures are required:

The end of the first semester is

To complete and sign the FAFSA, both the
parent and student need an FSA ID. You can .
1. Teacher of the class being dropped

create one by visiting studentaid.gov and 5 Teacher of the dl .
searching for “Federal Student Aid Account.” = 2EEErEr eciass being added
3. Parent/Guardian

As always, | am ha to help families with
y el P 4. Counselor

this process—feel free to reach out.
Completed forms are due Monday,
December 15.

3 Fees e 1120

benefits and challenges related to
their career choice. Each senior was
required to complete a job shadow
as part of this project which culmi-
nates in a presentation to be given
in December before a panel of
professionals from our local com-
munities.

questions.

ELEMENTARY
COUNSELING THEME

For December, Mrs. Hoops will

be teaching lessons on kindness
and empathy in each elementary
classroom. Showing kindness to
everyone may be the most import-
ant quality that any person can
demonstrate!

As you travel over the holidays, con-
sider stopping by a college campus
or two. Visiting in person is one of
the best ways to get a feel for a
school. As always, both my office
and Mrs. Hoops' office are open to
students and parents—please come
in anytime.

We wish you all a Merry Christmas
and look forward to a wonderful
New Year!
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SECONDAR ==
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YEAR TO DATE students doing the things they love—we
CONGRATULATIONS o our The High School Basketball teams encourage to come watch a game, come
incredible high school volleyball start their season the first weekend  to a performance—we are so proud of all
team — the 2A STATE VOLLEYBALL in December at the Limon Tourna- of our students!!
CHAMPIONS!! ment against Akron. The varsity girls g
will play at 3 p.m., varsity boys at
4:30 p.m., JV girls at 6:00 p.m., and

They had an absolutely outstanding
JV boys at 7:30 p.m.

season, and their hard work, grit, and
determination carried them all the

way through the state tournament. HS WRESTLING
They showed up, they battled, and High School Wrestling will start their

they brought home the championship! season on Saturday, December 6th
We are SO proud of them! in Fowler.

Great job to our high school football WINTER MUSIC

team for their qualification for the first

round of the State Football Playoffs! PERFORMANCE

They had a great season!! There will be a K-12 music, choir and
band holiday winter performance

BASKETBALL SEASON onDecember 9th at 6:30 pm. The
Basketball season is well under way I BLA students will also be having a
for our junior high teams. They will chili supper before the performance ¥
continue to have games in December ~ Starting at 5 pm. Get into the Holiday
and January, and the Black Spirit with dinner and a show!!
Forest League Junior High Basketball

Tournament will be held in Kiowaon  There are somany opportunities
January 16th and 17th. for our community to come see our
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FBLA i
Congratulations to our new -5 ™™

1000

FBLA officers and inductees.
will know more the first and
second week of November.

HIGH SCHOOL
FINALS

The High School finals sched-
ule will be released in early
December—please note that
high school students will have
finals scheduled on December
17th and 18th. High school stu-
dents will be required this year
to attend their class during
their scheduled time through
the finals schedule. This is a
change from previous years. Keep a look out for
the schedule coming home with your student.
Junior high students will not follow this finals
schedule, the junior high teachers will schedule
their finals. The junior high students will participate
in an Enrichment Day on December 18—this is
something they don’t want to miss!!

BASKETBALL CLOCK KEEPER

We are looking for someone that would be willing
to be trained and keep clock during high school
JV basketball games. There is pay of a family
pass during basketball season or payment for
each game (if you already have a pass) and free
food. Please contact Mrs. Swennes at the school
(719-541-2291 or sswennes@bigsandy100j.org) if
interested.

We hope that Thanksgiving was a restful time for
you and your family. We all look forward to the
Christmas Season and the end of the first semes-
ter. The winter break will begin on December 19th
and we will return to school on January 6th.

The administration and s+all would
'.‘kc 4o wish 7ou ané vour‘ -Camilw’ PN
Ha‘PPu’ Ho’iéau’ SeasoON———we are
blessed +o work with your kids every
day and appreciate everything +hat
g and opp rHhins
you do +o s o+ your child’s
¢Jvca+ion a+ 3:5 Sanév S“‘IOO,S!




2A STATE CHAMPIONS VOLLEYBALL

W !’”’Iﬂﬂﬁm

,J Id..‘ ! v 1 b o
Sa /A0




1 4 CUBREPORTER WHO’S MOST LIKELY BY ADRIAN FAULKISON

Whos most likely? .
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STUDENT LOOK ALIKES BY BRYSTOL HINTZ

(Student Lookalikes)
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SUPERINTENDENT BOARD NOTES

SUPERINTENDENT
BOARD NOTES B8

DAVE ROBINSON

Good Day Simla Cubs!
This school year is in full swing and
we are having a great year!

HAPPY THANKSGIVING &
MERRY CHRISTMAS

The Big Sandy School District would like to extend a
Happy Thanksgiving and a Merry Christmas to all the
students and families. When looking at holidays, many
people will take part in the holiday season with traditions =
that have been passed down from generation to generation.

TRADITION

I have found that here in Simla a tradition of support and care for
each other is a valued tradition. Many of our students and staff are
working through some tough times. Our staff and other students
continue to step up and help in so many ways. This tradition has
brought a value to our school that so many other jobs lack. When
our students and staff treat each other with respect and care, our
school thrives. Thank you all again for the time tested and time
proven tradition here at Big Sandy.

FALL ATHLETES

I would like to recognize the football and volleyball players for repre-
senting our school and their teams. These student/athletes put in
so much time and hard work through the fall. These students have
shown dedication, perseverance and heart throughout the season
and capped off their seasons in the playoffs. Beyond the court and
field, these young men and women have proven to be great repre-
sentatives of their families and our school.

BOARD UPDATES

We would like to thank our board members who have come to the
end of their term limit and will be replaced by new board members
who are starting their 1st year of the 4 year term. Thank you to
Chad Maranville and Greg Mitchell who have faithfully served the
district for so many years and in multiple capacities. A big welcome
to Debbie Carter and Julie Pfost. Our two new board members are
not new to the community of Simla and have a wonderful opportu-
nity to serve the district and community in their roles on the board.

DRESSED FOR THE SEASON

Finally, as our seasons are changing, please make sure your stu-
dent is dressed for the elements that are facing us. We all live in
Colorado and we all know that the mornings have their own season
and our afternoons have another season. Please make sure your
students have the necessary and appropriate clothing for the fore-
casted weather.
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UBS
SIMLA BEARE!
arTEVRAL

2026 YEARBOOK
ORDERING
IS LIVE!

Get your 2025-2026 Year-
book now before its too late.
You can order online by using
the QR code or you can fill
out an order form with Mrs.
Sedlak. gYearbooks are $55
and can be customized with
your name and icons if you
order onlineThe Journalism
classes are working to make
this the best yearbook yet so
don’t miss out!
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Its Beginning to Look Like Christmas I Want A Hippopotamus For Christmas
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Jingle Bell Rock
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Jingle Bells Rudolph The Red-Nosed Reindeer
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19| CUBREPORTER TEACHER OF THE MONTH BY REESE BAKER

Teacher of the
Month

- Get to know our high school
- science/math teacher and assistant high
' school track coach...

Ms. Montague!
.

) i A

- W“h I. 5----.l‘l+ -
\Whatihigh¥school!lcollegeldidiyouvlattend?
Highlschool:¥s | tGollegeiGrand|Canon|University)

mmmmmmmm

IWhatlisfalquotelyoullivelby?,

WhatlisfatfunifactiaboutlyourselfZ

CONGRATULATIONS!

IWhatladvicelwouldlyoufgivelyourdlblyearfoldise 2}
“Don’t let the drama of other people get to you. Always be kind

to those around yow even when others are cruel. It's okay to fail as
long as yow try again and work harder the next time. Don't let one
failure dictate your future.”
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CHRISTMAS SEASON

Feaveorites

Famlly

EVERYTHING'
Food, family time,
decorations, shopping...
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CUBREPORTER MEET THE JUNIORS BY DECLAN BROWN

MEET THE JUNIORS

HAYDEN ALEX KEYGON
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CUBREPORTER SCHOOL NURSE

CHOOL
NURSE

om—d > O U C

FROM THE SCHOOL NURSE
MARGARET (MAGGIE) VOLOSIN, BSN, RN
MVOLOSIN@BIGSANDY100J.0RG

First, | would like to extend a sincere thank you to everyone who has ensured their child is
up to date with the required immunizations. Your attention to this important matter helps
keep our school community safe and healthy.

For those who are not yet compliant with Colorado state immunization requirements, | have
sent home letters or emails with specific information. As a friendly reminder, the State of
Colorado requires that all students have either:

An up-to-date immunization record, or

A current immunization exemption on file with the school.

If you have not yet submitted this documentation, please do so as soon as possible.
Beginning in November, | will start sending additional follow-up letters to families from

whom we have not yet received the required records or exemptions.

My goal is to have all immunization records or exemptions on file by December 15, 2025.
Please ensure your child’s records are submitted to the school before this date.

Thank you for your cooperation and support in helping us meet this important requirement.
If you have any questions or need assistance, feel free to reach out.

" Preventing Colds and Flu

' fg_# "% Cold and Flu season is upon us. As the weather gets cooler and we move inside, so do
germs. Children need reminders to decrease the risk of colds and flu at school and

home by: « Washing hands often

« coughing/sneezing into their elbow i
\ L]

| + Keeping hands away from nose/mouth
« not sharing food/ drinks with others

To help limit the spread of germs, please keep your child home from school and activities

if they are feverish, coughing a lot, have thick yellow or green boogers, or are otherwise

unwell. Remember:
« handwashing is the most effective way to strop the spread of germs that cause ﬁ
@

colds and flu i~

h ]

- v i—
0 2

handling pets, coughing, sneezing, or wiping noses S =
« the most effective treatment for a cold is rest and fluids '

« If you do catch a cold or the flu, try to stay away from others to avoid

« wash hands before and after eating or handling food, after using the toilet,

spreading it L

-—
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STUDENT OF THE MONTH &

This December, we're celebrating someone who brings true holiday spirit to our halls — v -
not just the cheer, but the grit, the confidence, and the energy that people naturally i 2
gravitate toward. Meet Anna Kerst, a student whose friends describe her as wonderful and {
cool, and whose teachers call her reliable, upbeat, and impossible not to root for. NG §

For Anna, 2024 has been a year of major athletic milestones. Her biggest highlight?
Winning regionals in volleyball — a moment she’ll never forget. “It felt unreal,” she =
says. “Like everything we worked toward finally paid off.” But that wasn’t her

only victory. She also made varsity, helped her team make state, and now has he

eyes set on a new goal: winning state in basketball.

Even as an athlete first, Anna knows the importance of school. Keeping her grades

up isn’t about perfection — it’s about making sure she can keep doing what she loves.
“Good grades let me play sports,” she says, simple as that. Next semester, she wants to
be more focused in her classes and to stay consistent.A huge part of Anna’s confidence
comes from her friends and family, who she proudly calls her cheerleaders. Their
encouragement keeps her grounded and motivated — and she tries to give that same

support right back. Her personal motto?
She’s known for making people laugh, telling jokes, and turning even stressful days intg

something fun. And when things do get overwhelming, she handles it with her classic

approach: “Take it one thing at a time. Try not to stress.” That’s the discipline she’s S
learned from sports — stay steady, stay focused, and don’t quit. & &
Of course, an interview this close to Christmas wouldn’t be complete without some

P
festive fun. Anna says the Christmas / ‘ W
radition she’d keep forever is opening one present early, and
if Santa put something in her locker for the rest of the year, /
she hopes it’s a big box of snacks. Her holiday hype song?
\ “Mistletoe” by Justin Bieber. Her favorite treat? Rice o
Krispy Treats. Snowball fight or cozy vibes? “Both — one
" after the other.” Obviously.But more than anything, / r
. Anna hopes that when people think of her they
remember one thing: The one who never quit.
The ready for everything.” And she ends with the Q
message she would tell her younger self — and .
anyone who needs it now: “You've got this / :
NYou made it this far — you can keep going. g N

X




DECEMBER LUNCH MENU

24| CUBREPORTER

DECEMBER 2025

Big Sandy 100J

R

A o

Corn Dog Chicken and noodle Lasagna A
Mac-n-cheese w. Whipped potatoes 5 Salad, Breadstick I.
( Green Beans, Salad bar Corn, Salad bar ’ Salad bar, Fruit m
Fruit Bread slice, Fruit Milk
_c_nm or Milk Juice or Milk
uf.vall\\ AN ~a TN T - AT
e g /.l\w Beef roast w/ Gravy Orange Chicken Hamburger w/bun
, Whipped Potatoes & Rice, mixed vegetables { Lettuce, Tomato
i Corn, Dinner roll Fruit, Salad bar Oven Fries
A Salad bar, Milk Fortune cookie, Milk 4 Salad bar, fruit !
Pie 5 Milk
S e L& ~ TrEek B e S S S S & S
Pizza Super Zmn:Om—‘B Hot Dog w/ bun PBJ / Tuna sandwic
’ Salad, Pudding ) Lettuce, Fruit Tater tots, Green beans Chips, Cheese stick
Salad bar, Fruit Salad bar Fruit Fruit, Carrots
i Milk v; Milk Juice or milk Juice or milk
; 3 /
TWIND RS rrvme oV =% LB ANV E =

23)
5

S - ) &5 5.
. ,r AR AW o o N T TS =W AT\ E!l& | ‘

MERRY be your Christmas PEACEFUL be your home JOYFUL be your family BLESSED be each one
Merry Christmas!

ALY VA

w
,\\\U:

This institution is an equal
Opportunity provider.
Menu subject to change

Chicken sandwich
Chips, baked beans
Salad Bar, fruit

Milk

N v

BBQ pork Sandwich

Chips, Potato salad

Carrots, Salad bar
Fruit, Milk

T T

Christmas Break

LT

& A
e



25 CUBREPORTER MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM THE JOURNALISM DEPT

FROM OUR NEWSROOM TO
YOURS: WISHING YOU A
BRIGHT AND VERY MERRY
CHRISTMAS!
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