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It’s hard to believe, but October is now upon us. Along with it comes a chill in the air,
beautiful fall colors, and the laughter of children. The first few weeks of school have been
great, and we are all thankful that school is back “in person”. Thank you, parents, for
being understanding, supportive, and encouraging to your children, as well as school
staff. Together, we will have a successful school year, and we will “Make it Happen!”
Homecoming Activities
Homecoming was last week, and many different activities took place. In the elementary,
costume contests took place at recess. Below are the winners:

YEARBOOK SPECIAL!!
2021/2022 Yearbooks can
now be reserved at a
discount! If you order and
pay for your yearbooks no
later than December 10,
2021 you will receive a
$10.00 discount on the high
school yearbook and a $5.00
discount on the Elementary/
Junior High yearbook. Please
fill out the order form on
page 13 and return it to the
school soon!
Upcom ing Events
High School Drama
Wednesday, October 6th
Choir Concert
Wednesday, October 13th
Junior High Drama
Tuesday, October 19th

Junior High BFL
Volleyball Tournament
Saturday, October 23rd

“Super Hero” K-2 winners were: Preston Hodgson,
Ander Cruz, and Zaylaa Lally.

“Super Hero” 3rd-5th winners were: Matthew Wright,
McKenna Stanko, and Raelynn Revis.

Elementary Hallow een
Parties
Friday, October 29th

Big Sandy Book Fair
November 8th -19th
Elementary Family Night
November 17th
INSIDE THIS ISSUE:

“Favorite Villain” K-2 winners were: Carter Hall,
Lilliana Buhring, and Sophie Vigrass.

“Best Pajamas” K-2 winners were: James
Bratrsovsky, Da koda Hisle, and Amyas Joyce

“Favorite Villain” 3rd-5th winners were: Quartz
Sherman, Sterling Leland, and Lilly Gallegos.

“Best Pajamas” 3rd-5th winners: Presley Metzgar,
Shayne Easler, and Victor Sang
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...Tucker Tidbits continued from page 1
Elementary dancing to the Batman theme song during Homecoming week!

Second Grade

Third Grade

Fourth Grade

Fifth Grade

Elementary STUCO Leaders
and Alternates:
Back row: Anna Breland (alternate),
Shayne Easler, Trenna Kocerha, Breckyn
Amendt, Kinlee Cox, Raelynn Revis
Front row: Andrew Gardner (alternate), DJ
Douglas (alternate), Jak Deanne, and Noah
Stodola

Tucker Tidbits continued on page 3...
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Read Aloud Month
Students will be bringing home an informational letter with pictures of books on the back of the sheet
in late September/early October. When your child reads to you or you read to your child, please have
your child initial or color a book. Reading should be age appropriate. Then on Friday, October 22 nd,
your child will need to return the signed sheet to his/her teacher. Each participant who completes
this activity will receive an extra recess, treat, and certificate. The extra recess will be on Friday,
October 29th. Please help your child complete this activity and read, read, read!!!!

Elementary Parent/Teacher Conferences
Elementary Parent/Teacher Conferences will be held Monday, October 25, 2021, by appointment. Your child will be
bringing home a parent conference letter with a scheduled time to meet with their teacher. If you cannot make it at that
time, conferences can be rescheduled or a phone conference is an option too. Please communicate with your child’s
teacher. Our school’s goal is 100% contact with all elementary parents.
October Accountability Meeting
Our first meeting of the year was held in September. Officer elections will be held at our next meeting which will be on
Wednesday, October 13, 2021 (3:00-4:00 p.m.) in the library. If you are a parent and/or community member interested
in serving on our Accountability Committee, please email Mrs. Tucker at ktucker@bigsandy100j.org. We would love to
have you join our team!
October is Fire Prevention Month!
Each October, the Simla Volunteer Fire Department educates our students regarding fire safety,
including what to do if a fire occurs. Students are asked each year to develop or become familiar
with their families’ fire escape plan, including a family meeting spot. If your family does not have
one in place, you can take advantage of this opportunity and develop one. This will be an exciting
and educational experience for all who participate. This year’s presentation will be on Wednesday,
October 27th for all students, PreK-5th grade. A big thank you to our fire department for educating
our students and keeping us safe!

Halloween Parties
Halloween Parties will be on Friday, October 29, 2021. Preschool parties will take place on Thursday,
October 28, 2021. Please note the following change: Students will be allowed to wear their costumes to school
on the day of their Halloween parties. This is different than what we have done in the past. With that being
said, please make sure that your child’s costume is conducive to learning in the classroom. If a part of your child’s
costume could be a distraction, then please direct them to wear that part at recess or at the end of the day.

“Trunk or Treat” will be returning this year!
This will take place in the overflow parking lot in front of the school (same place as last year). If you would like to
participate, please let Mrs. Tucker know by emailing her, ktucker@bigsandy100j.org, or by calling the front office,
719-541-2291. Parents, community members, and business owners are encouraged to participate and provide a
fun experience for our students. The schedule for this Friday will be as follows:
2:00-2:15 p.m. recess
2:20-2:30 p.m. parade
2:30-3:10 p.m. Trunk or Treat
3:10-3:55 p.m. Halloween parties
The annual parade for Kindergarten through fifth grades will begin at 2:20 p.m. This will be held outside this year,
weather permitting. All classroom parties will follow.
Once again, thank you parents for supporting students and providing super parties!
Tucker Tidbits continued on page 4...
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Big Sandy Attendance Policy

Being at school is extremely important! At Big Sandy, we want to make sure that every
student has the opportunity to reach and possibly exceed his or her potential. The only
way that this is possible is if the student is actively engaged at school. A student cannot
learn if they are not present.
When absences do occur, the elementary teachers do an excellent job of trying to
“catch” students up; however, if a new concept is covered when a student is absent,
then it is extremely difficult for teachers and students. Eight excused absences are
allowed per semester, and sixteen are allowed for the whole school year. If a
student exceeds this, then they will need to make up the missed time and could possibly
be in jeopardy of not receiving credit for the year. Notices for excessive absences are
periodically sent home.

If you have any questions, the district’s attendance policy is explained in your child’s
Cub Book. With this being said, if your child is ill, please keep them home, but if they are
healthy, please have them attend school.
Thank you for your support and help in ensuring your child’s success.

Just a Reminder
Elementary students
are not allowed to stay
after school without
parental or adult
supervision.
This includes waiting
for an afternoon game
to begin. Please make
sure that your child is
supervised at all times
after school hours.

October Student of the Month

October Student of the Month is Miss Breckyn Amendt! Breckyn is always doing everything she
can to give her best effort. When others are happy to mess around, Breckyn will patiently wait
for her next set of instructions and will not give in to the tempta tions of distractions. She sets
a great example of how all of our kids should treat others with respect and "doing your best"
all the time. Thanks for being such an honorable Bearcub, Breckyn!

Elementary Family Night
Wednesday, November 17, 2021
Come join us for a FALL FESTIVAL filled with good food,
fun games, prizes, and the Book Fair!
The Book Fair will be from November 8-19, 2021.

“An investment in knowledge pays the best interest.” —Benjamin Franklin

Choir Concert
Join us on Wednesday, October 13th at 6:30 p.m. for the first choir concert of the year.
Mrs. Weber and the students have been preparing an amazing performance for the
Simla Community. We are so excited for the kids to have the opportunity to share their
musical talents with you.
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From the Principal’s Desk
Sammi Swennes, Secondary Principal
Year-to-Date
The 2021-2022 school year is off to a great start. Our students are working hard in the classroom because they are being
challenged by our outstanding teaching staff.

Our fall sports programs are underway. We invite you to come to any of our high school and junior high sports to see our
student athletes in action.
Homecoming was a great success this year!! Thank you to our parents, teachers, students, and community for all your
hard work and dedication into making so many great memories this homecoming. We also want to thank the Simla
Volunteer Fire Department and the Simla Police for their support in a great homecoming. Check out some of the fun we
had for homecoming.

From the Principal’s Desk continued on page 6...
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Extra-Curricular Activities
We also offer a variety of academic clubs/teams like Matchwits, Future Business Leaders of America and National
Honor Society. Students may also participate in Student Council, and Fellowship of Christian Athletes in the high
school and C.U.B.S. Crew in the junior high.
We are very proud of all of the students that participate in these extra-curricular activities! They are willing to
commit the time and dedication to make Simla Junior High and High School the best that it can be. I would like to
personally invite you and your family to come to one of our ball games or meets to watch our students in action.
Attendance: A Key to Your Student’s Success
In a recent edition of The Parent Institute, the following clip was published. It stresses the importance of regular
attendance at school.
Research shows that children who are in school most of the time do better on state tests. Here’s how you can
improve your child’s school attendance:
1. Talk with your child about the importance of attending school regularly.
2. Avoid scheduling family trips or doctor appointments during school hours.
3. Make sure your child stays healthy by eating nutritious food and getting enough
sleep and exercise.
4. Don’t accept excuses for why your child “must” miss or be late to school.
5. Discuss with your child what happened at school each day.
6. Support school rules and consequences for skipping class and being tardy.
7. Show your child why education is important and give specific examples of how education helps people
succeed.
Thus far, we have done a wonderful job of being present and ready to learn. Our secondary school reported a 95%
attendance rate this past year. This year we want to try to do even better. Thank you, our students and parents,
for the commitment to Big Sandy Schools and our drive for excellence. With all that being said, we do want your
child to stay home if they are sick. We are still in a COVID year, and the best way for us to stay open for in person
learning is if student stay home when they aren’t feeling well. As much as we want students in school, we want
them in school healthy even more. Please call the office if your child isn’t feeling well, and if you do go to the
doctor, please bring a doctor’s note back to the office when your child returns to school. Let’s all work together to
stay healthy and stay in person this year!

½ Day Policy
Secondary students participating in extra-curricular activities (sports and clubs) must be in attendance a ½ day in
order to practice or play in an event for that same day. The definition of a ½ day is 4 hours of attendance in a
school day. If a bus is leaving after 12:00 p.m. the student must be in attendance for 4 hours of that school day. If
the bus is leaving earlier that 12:00 p.m. the student must be in attendance for all hours in that school day.
Honor Roll Drawing
This year the Honor Roll will be divided into three levels, determined by the GPA a student acquires in a
nine-week period:
Blue: 3.00 - 3.49 GPA
Gold: 3.50 - 3.99 GPA
Superintendent's: 4.00 GPA
At the end of each nine-week period, teachers will post their grades and student GPAs will be determined.
Names will be posted outside of the principal's office and sent the Ranchland News for publication. In addition
to the publicity, students on the Honor Roll will receive a tangible prize each time they attain this feat.
From the Principal’s Desk continued on page 7...
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Expectations of Students at Games
If your child attends a ball game, please make
sure that he/she is supervised and watches the
game. If staff needs to correct a student, then
the student will receive consequences such as a
lunch or after school detention and the student
will need to sit with the parent or with the
adult who brought him/her to the game. If
inappropriate behavior continues then the
student will need to stay home and not attend
extracurricular activities until the
administration decides that he or she is ready
to follow the rules. Thank you for your
cooperation. We have these rules so the
patrons can watch the games and to ensure
student safety.

Expectations of Parents and
Fans at Games
Our expectation for all parents and fans at games is to
have appropriate behavior at all times. The use of
inappropriate language, heckling of the opposing teams’
players and coaches, heckling of our own players and
coaches, and inappropriate behavior and language
towards an official are inexcusable. If behavior from
any of our parents or fans is inappropriate in any way
you may be asked to leave the game by a school
administrator. School administration will then
determine if you will be allowed to attend future
extracurricular events. Our goal is not to remove
parents or fans from games, but instead hold our
parents and fans to the same high sportsmanship
standards that we hold our students too.

School Store
The Freshman Class is sponsoring the School Store this year. The store is currently open from
7:45 – 7:55 a.m. and then again during junior high break from 9:58 – 10:04 a.m. and the high school
break from11:02 -11:06 a.m. Students can buy snacks to eat throughout the school day.
Parent-Teacher Conferences
The Fall Parent/Teacher conferences were held on September 20th. If you were unable to attend on this
date, and you would like to visit with your child’s teachers, feel free to call the school office and set up a
time to visit with your child’s teacher, during their planning time.
End of 1st Quarter
It is hard to believe that we will complete the first quarter of school this month! The quarter ends on
October 15th . Report cards will be sent home the following week.
Free/Reduced Lunch Forms reminder
Just a reminder, if you haven’t done so already, please make sure that you have obtained and returned a
free/reduced lunch form to Mrs. Johnson, in the Superintendent’s office. If you lost your form and need
to complete a new one, please stop by her office and pick one up.
NHS Reminder
Students having a
cumulative 3.5 G.P.A. after the first
semester of their sophomore year
are eligible for consideration of
membership in the National Honor
Society. This decision is made by a
faculty committee. The committee
also considers a student’s character,
leadership abilities, and community
service. This process will begin in
January.

Drama Dinner Theater
The high school drama dinner theater will be on Wednesday,
October 6th starting at 5:30 p.m. Check out page 12 in this Cub
Reporter for more details----we hope that you come super sleuth
with us in a fun filled evening filled with clues, laughter, and
some pretty fun kids!

Junior High Drama
The junior high drama class will be displaying their talents on
Tuesday, October 19 th . Check out page 13 in this Cub Reporter for
more details.
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Superintendent/Board Notes
Steve Wilson, Superintendent

The majority of our first semester is finished. We have had a great start
with student learning and extra-curricular activities. So far, we have had
minimal COVID disruptions. With continued consistent, quality teaching
and learning each day and week throughout the year, we expect a good
year of education.
ESSER III
We submitted the ESSER III application and are waiting for either
approval or to do some revisions.

Big Sandy Schools
Official Website
Bigsandy100j.com is our
school’s website. This
website is a great tool for
school updates and
communication with our
community. Tamrah
Docterman does a great
job being the webmaster
and continues to refine
and update it.

Scheduling Appointments
Please continue to make it a point to try and schedule appointments and errands on the days that
we do not have school (Mondays) if possible; with only 147 scheduled school days during the year,
every day of instruction is important for student learning.

Safety Procedures
For everyone’s safety, please reinforce and discuss bike riders’ safety procedures as well as safety
procedures with those children that walk to and from school. There are three “drop and go” pick up
and drop off areas; the high school “drop and go” is underutilized and if used, might give some relief
to the other two areas.
A Big Thank You
We would like to thank the Hope Foundation for donating money to our school. As per the wishes
of this foundation, we have put money toward scholarships, parks/playground/athletic fields, and
helping others.
Audit Report
Our auditing report will probably be finalized this month. On the initial exit interview, things
were positive. If our audit shows that we are: 1) Honest, 2) Competent, and 3) Have Good Fund
Balances, then I believe we had a good financial year.
SCHOOL CLOSURE INFORMATTION
Finally, we try and make the decision on school closures by 6:00 a.m. Our first contact is with
www.flashalert.net. FlashAlert then contacts all media outlets in Colorado Springs, Denver, and Pueblo.
These media outlets then post school closures on their websites, radio stations, and television stations.
We also use ShoutPoint. ShoutPoint is an automatic calling system and e-mailing system that will
call/e-mail each family to give out this type of information; please let Alisa Easler know in the main office
If you need to update a phone number, e-mail address, or address.

School Board Election
We have three people running for two seats on our school board. Chad Maranville, Greg Mitchell,
and Daniel Brown are running for the two seats.
We hope you and your children have a great school year!
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Counselor Corner
Chad Thieman, Counselor

The Counseling Office operates with an open-door policy.
If I can assist any student or parent, my door is open to
you, stop in anytime! Parents, please call in advance so that
I can be sure to be available. You may also email questions
to me at cthieman@bigsandy100j.org.
SENIORS:
Researching Future Programs
Our seniors are currently researching degree programs
and college/vocational & technical school/apprenticeship
options. We have been making use of several online
resources including a state-sponsored website known as
My Colorado Journey. This site provides guidance in career
planning, college planning, and financial aid. Currently the
seniors are working through the College Application
Month materials in preparation for the free college/
university application days which will be over 3 days:
October 19 th -21st. I recommend that parents check out
this website as well. The web address is:
www.mycoloradojourney.com.

FAFSA!
The Free Application for Federal Student
Aid (FAFSA) opens October 1st. Financial
information is taken from you and your
parent’s 2020 Federal tax returns. The first
step in the process is to apply for an FSA ID
at www.fsaid.ed.gov. This username and
password is used to sign the completed
FAFSA application. The FAFSA can be
completed at www.fafsa.ed.gov. Remember
that this application process is free! If you
encounter something requiring payment then
you are on the wrong site. You must apply
and be accepted at a college in order for
them to complete a Financial Aid package for
you. Please contact me if you have questions
or need assistance in this process.

Scholarships
Seniors need to remember to sign up in the scholarship book to receive the applications that arrive in my
office. We continually update our scholarship list and are always looking for new information to add. If you
find out about a scholarship opportunity that is not included on our list, please let me know. Thanks to
Debbie Carter for her work on our scholarship list! We also have a link to our scholarship spreadsheet on
the school website. Another useful online resource to search for scholarships is found at www.fastweb.com.
There are several scholarship applications that are open right now and seniors should be working on those
applications. It is important to not wait until the last minute to complete applications! I regularly remind our
seniors that they will not have enough time during senior seminar class to complete all of their applications –
they must use additional time away from school to accomplish all that needs to be done!
Senior seminar participation policy:
Virtually all of the content of the senior seminar course is given in class through direct student/teacher
contact. Because it is so important to be in class for this instruction, we have a clear participation policy.
If a student is present and participating, they receive 5 daily points. If a student is not present or is not
participating, they do not receive the points for that day. The only non-participation excuses accepted are:
1. college visits/job shadows; 2. other school related events such as early dismissal for athletics; and 3. a
doctor’s written release from attendance/participation. If a student does not earn their participation points
for the day, they will have the opportunity to complete an extra credit assignment at the end of the quarter
to earn additional points. This policy is necessary to help ensure that our seniors are present and participating in class on a regular basis.
Counselor’s Corner continued on page 10...
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...Counselor’s Corner continued from page 4
ACT and SAT Assessments
JUNIORS & SOPHOMORES:
We will be giving the PSAT/NMSQT assessment on Wednesday,
The next ACT test date is Saturday,
October 13 th. This test is a practice for the SAT and is the qualifier for December 11th. Registration is open
juniors to be in the National Merit Scholarship program. Entry into
through November 5th. Go to
the scholarship competition is determined solely by the PSAT score.
www.act.org to register for the ACT.
The cost of the PSAT is $18 per student. Please make checks payable
to: Big Sandy Schools. Juniors - if your family qualifies for the free and All juniors will take the SAT here at
reduced lunch program, your test fee may be waived. See Mr.
the school on Wednesday, April 13th,
Thieman for more details and to sign up for the test if you would like
2022.
to take it.
ALL HS GRADES:
To meet the Higher Education Admissions Requirements (HEAR) for Colorado’s public colleges and
universities, graduating students should have completed: 4 years of English; 4 years of Math (Alg. 1 and
higher); 3 years each of Science and Social Studies; 1 year of Foreign Language (Simla offers Spanish); and 2
additional years of academic electives. (**Foreign Language is not required for graduation at Simla and only 3
years of high school math are required.) Keep these college admission requirements in mind when choosing
the types of courses to take each year.
FYI – students who take Algebra I during their 8th grade year are still required to complete 3 more high school
level math classes between their 9th and 12th grade years. Our expectation is that each high school student
has successfully complete Algebra 1, Geometry, and Algebra 2 as a regular course of mathematics study.
Each Tuesday morning the eligibility report is posted for all junior high and high school students. If a student
has a course grade of a 60% - 65%, then their name appears on the Near-to-Fail list. If a student has less than
a 60%, then their name appears on the Failing list. Students must be on the Near to Fail list once in a specific
class before being declared ineligible no matter what their grade is – so every student has a 1-week grace
period to raise their % to a passing level again before they can be declared ineligible. Letters or emails are
sent home to alert parents that their student is on one of these lists and to communicate their current
percentages. Any athlete who is on the Failing list in one class will not be eligible to play in any of that week’s
athletic contests. Their eligibility is regained once the next list is published on the following Tuesday if they
have a 60% or higher in that class. Please feel free to call myself or Mrs. Swennes directly if you have
questions about this process.
Our Internet-based student information program, Infinite Campus, offers parents and students a portal to
check current grades, attendance information, etc. Call (541-2291) or email (ttucker@bigsandy100j.org) Mr.
Tucker for information on how to get a login to access the system. There is a link for the portal on our school
website.
Students and parents: stop by my office and say, “hello” anytime! Enjoy the fall weather!
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Nurse’s Notes
Margaret (Maggie) Volosin BSN, RN

IMMUNIZATIONS:
As I prepare to start reviewing immunization records for each student, please make sure you have
provided an up-to-date immunization record to the school for each student. All students entering
Kindergarten are required by states law to have the MMR, Varicella, Dtap, Polio, and Hepatitis B
vaccines. In addition to those vaccines, students entering the 6 th grade are also required to have a
Tdap vaccine. If you choose to exempt your child from any or all required vaccines, the exemption
process has changed for the 2021-2022 school year with the passing of Senate Bill 163. Below is
the letter from Immunize Colorado explaining the new exemption process.
While a medical exemption for those children who cannot be vaccinated and a nonmedical
exemption for those who choose not to vaccinate remains an option for Colorado families, the new
law makes the following changes:




Parents and caregivers claiming a medical exemption from vaccination for their child
must have a completed certificate of medical exemption with the signature of a healthcare
provider. Medical exemptions only need to be submitted once, unless the student ’s
information or school changes.
If a parent or caregiver chooses not to have their child vaccinated, they may claim a
nonmedical exemption in one of two ways:
 Submit the official Certificate of Nonmedical Exemption with the signature of an
immunizing provider (such as a medical doctor, advanced practice nurse,
pharmacist, etc.) OR
 Submit the official Certificate of Nonmedical Exemption received upon completion
of CDPHE’s Online Immunization Education Module.

Note: Nonmedical exemptions for school-aged children must be submitted annually and expire on
June 30th of each year.





If a student exempts from one or more school-required vaccines for either medical
or nonmedical reasons, the appropriate exemption form, as described above,
MUST be on file with their school. The certifi cate was st andardi zed to in clude the
collection of information necessary in the event of a disease outbreak in our community.
All immunizing health care providers are required to report both immunizations and
exemptions to the Colorado Immunization Information System (CIIS). Parents and
caregivers retain the right to opt their child out of CIIS.

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to reach out to me by phone or email.
I am at the school on Wednesday each week starting October 1 st, but can be reached at
mvolosin@bigsandy100J.org for a faster response anytime.
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Yearbooks are on Sale!
The 2021/2022 yearbooks are on sale now!
These will be on a pre-order basis, so be sure and reserve your copy early.
The High School Journalism/Yearbook classes are hard at work on an 88-page, High School-only yearbook and a 40-page,
soft-cover, Preschool through Eighth Grade yearbook. Both books are cover-to-cover color. We know you will not want to miss
getting your copy! Please fill out the form below and return it to the school with your check made payable to
Big Sandy School Yearbook.

Please reserve a 2021/2022 Yearbook in my name:
Name:_________________________________________________________________________________
Address:_______________________________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip:_________________________________________________________________________
Phone Number:______________________________ Grade: ______________________________________

HIGH SCHOOL YEARBOOK
Please Check One:
_____ $40.00 by December 10, 2021 or
_____ $50.00 after December 10, 2021 or
_____ $30.00 now and $30.00 when the
yearbook is delivered.

PRESCHOOL THROUGH EIGHTH GRADE YEARBOOK
Please Check One:
_____ $25.00 by December 10, 2021
_____ $30.00 after December 10, 2021

**Yearbooks will be available for pick-up in August 2022**
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